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What to Consider When Choosing a College

1. Types of Majors & 
Degrees Available

2. Location
3. Cost
4. Financial Aid 

Opportunities
5. Admissions Rate

6.  Admissions Criteria

7.  Graduation Rate

8. Internships & Hands-on 
Opportunities

9.  Campus Facilities

10.  Career Services



Demonstration of Interest

❏ Visit college campuses
➢ Open houses, campus tours
➢ Attend a class

❏ Interview if available
❏ Explore academic services

➢ Tutoring, writing center, career counseling/placement
❏ Visit college websites
❏ Utilize Naviance
❏ Attend college rep visits at the high school



Types of Admissions
❏ Regular Admissions

○ Submit application by a specific deadline
❏ Rolling Admissions

○ Application Period
○ First Come, First Serve

❏ Early Decision
○ You agree to attending this school if you are accepted
○ You may apply to only ONE school Early Decision 
○ This option is binding 

❏ Early Action 
○ Not bound to attend school if accepted
○ May apply to more than one school Early Action



College Application Musts

❏ Start/ plan early
❏ Organize your applications by deadlines

❏ Financial aid and scholarship deadlines may be different 
that application deadlines, this includes the FAFSA and 
CSS profile

❏ Allow enough time for writing and revising your college essay



SAT & ACT

❏ Send official test scores directly to each college via the testing website
➢ SAT: Collegeboard.org
➢ ACT:  ACTStudent.org

❏ Official scores may only be sent this way

❏ Allow ample time when sending your scores before the college application deadline



Senior Transcript Release Form

❏ Must be submitted for every school the student applies to a minimum of                    
10 school days before the application deadline

❏ On the form, students will indicate:
➢ The school they applied to
➢ How they applied (college application or common app)
➢ The application type (regular decision, early action, early decision, etc)
➢ The letters of recommendation to send
➢ The application deadline





Students are responsible for:

○ Submitting college applications
○ Sending official SAT and/or ACT scores through the testing website

➢ SAT:  Collegeboard.org
➢ ACT:  ACTstudent.org

○ Completing their Naviance Brag Sheet (used for letters of recommendation)
○ Requesting letters of recommendation from counselor/teachers

➢ In person and through Naviance 
○ Completing Senior Transcript Release Form 
○ Requesting mid-year grades in January if requested by college 



School Counseling will submit:

❏ Official Transcript
❏ School Profile
❏ School Counselor Recommendation Letter (if requested)
❏ Teacher Recommendation Letters (student will indicate on Senior Transcript 

Release Form which teacher recommendation letters to send to each college) 
❏ Mid-year grades if requested by student 



NCAA

❏ Division I or Division II Athletes 

❏ Register with the NCAA Clearinghouse
➢ https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/

❏ Submit a NCAA transcript release form to School Counseling 



Student To Do’s

❏ Complete Student Brag Sheet 
❏ Request Letters of Recommendation
❏ Complete and submit college applications
❏ Send Official Test Scores via ACT/SAT website
❏ Confirm all documents are on file
❏ Submit Senior Transcript Release Form

➢ minimum of 10 school days prior to application deadline
❏ See your school counselor with any questions! 


